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Gorgeous Gorse Hill Meeting Notes 4 June 2014
Attendees: Tracey Halpin, Nigel Woodcock, Steph Rowland, Ann Gutteridge, Lisa Mcauley, Sandra Aguillera, Malcolm, Paula & Gary (Trafford Carers Centre), Ruth Hannan 
1. Update on Actions from Previous Meeting
Action: A boundary map to be developed that also marks up the planting areas.
Update: This is still ongoing although the list of planting areas is being developed.
Action: If school says yes then the May half-term is the deadline for producing the designs.
Update: Shutter update to follow
Action: If a workshop goes ahead this will be held in half term – it will be promoted via the school and the local community.
Updated: Shutter update to follow
Action: Draft letter to Tesco, Centrica, and RAC etc.
Update: Ongoing
Action: RH speak to LJ to see if more information is required for Bruntwood to get involved.
Update: RAC have contacted us, as have the Police Cadets so both are additional volunteers. RH to speak to LJ.
Action: Draft leaflet & print 2000 copies
Update: Completed
Action: RH to produce list of streets and recruit additional volunteers to ensure every address gets a leaflet.
Update: Completed and nearly all streets have been leafleted.
Action: RH to obtain application forms for the Thrive Trafford & Community Panel grants.
Update: Thrive Trafford bid nearly completed and will be submitted this week. Have also put an additional bid into the People’s Health Trust.
2. Project Update
· Community Noticeboards – these are with the lovely gentlemen at the council who are going to ensure they are waterproof and fix them to the railings near the Co-op.

· Roller Shutters – artwork has been completed by the school and will be collected by Owen from Unity Arts next week. We will hold an exhibition of the art on Saturday 21 June at Target Café – residents can come and vote for the favourites. These will then be worked up to the design that will appear on the shutters. The designs will then be presented to the businesses so they can choose one for their frontage. RH will approach additional businesses missed in the first wave to see if they want to be involved.

· BT Boxes – still ongoing. I am regularly chasing and my contact at BT is doing likewise. We are just waiting for the Branding Team to sign off and then Rob can begin the work.

· NW Electric – I approached them about the Milton Rd & large substation near the canal about possible planting/installing art. They have tidied and cleaned both areas and are now going to conduct a safety survey – they are very keen.

· Mtg with Stretford High on the 13 June to see how they can get involved.
3. Ground Works Plan
· RH showed the group the plan for the planting areas that the Better Together funding will cover. (Attached with minutes).
· In addition to these the tree pits will have frames/borders put around them to enable compost to be added & improved planting. RH is meeting with TMBC & Ground Works next week to discuss the plan – after this the logistics will be finalised. Ground Works will be able to provide labour to install planters, the planters will be sourced from Touch Wood (part of Emerge Recycling) these are all made with recycled wood.

· The plan is to paint the planters to create a bright feature all year round.

· In addition the site by the bus stop at the Bishop Blaize will be added to the project – ideally we will install some planting here and install art on the toilet block.

· The group discussed the need for permissions & support from Trafford Housing Trust and TMBC. RH described the move towards community ownership & decision making and that ideally THT & TMBC will support the project as the local community take ownership. This will allow the project to evolve and expand.
· When the planters are installed and filled with compost there will be a need for some sustained planting to ensure they are filled – RH to approach grassrootsgardening.org.uk who supported Unicorn with their front of shop planting. This will help ensure we have sustained, compatible and sustainable planting. The aim is to have areas of: herbs, fruit, insect friendly flowers & areas for vegetables that can be replanted every year.

4. Gorse Hill Fun Day Stall

GGH will have stall at the Fun Day (15th June 11am – 4pm) – this is an opportunity to promote the project, recruit volunteers & share the ethos with the community. We will be making seed balls and paper plant pots to plant seeds in that children can make and take away with them.
RH asked for volunteers for the stand – a one hour shift with two people – Sandra, Nigel & Lisa offered their help.

Action: RH to ask for more volunteers on the FB page.

5. 29th June Planting Day

RH asked the group if they thought the next planting day should focus on the tree pits. The group agreed. RH has a list of tree pit locations so with enough volunteers we should be able to weed, tidy and plant them all at the next planting day.

RH will see if we can get the borders installed prior to this.

Action: RH to ask Ground Works about borders for tree pits.

Action: RH to arrange tool loan with TMBC for the day.

Date of Next Project Meeting: 7pm on 17th July 2014 at Talbot Road Site, Stretford Leisure Centre
